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Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

JANUARY 2013

JANUARY MEETING:
Wednesday, 

January 9, 2013
Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

DFC 2013 January Program....DFC 2013 January Program....
BEN SMITH will talk and give you insights on the art of 
small stream fishing. Make it to our next DFC meeting on 
the 9 th...catch up with other DFC Fishin' Bums... Join us, in 
our new club location at the ELKS....Hope to see ya!

Elks Lodge located at 1775 West Chandler Boulevard in Chandler, Arizona 85224
The Lodge is just east of Dobson on the southwest corner of Chandler Boulevard and Pennington Street.

•••••NEW•••••
DFC Club Meetings are now at the ELKS!

 Dead Horse Outing • March 1-3, 2013
This is always a fun and well attended outing and a great place for families and beginners. 
   Dead Horse State Park is located in Cottonwood and there are two fishable ponds and the Verde River runs through 
the park. Flies to have include damsel nymphs, hare’s ears, pheasant tails, prince nymphs, copper johns, sunrise specials, 
peacock ladies, buggers and simi seal leaches.
   On Saturday night DFC will provide a main dish so plan on bringing a side or dessert to share. Cost is $15 per night and 
we have reserved the group campsite for Friday and Saturday nights. Feel free to join us for one night, both nights, or 
just for a day. 
   Directions from the valley: Take 1-17 north to the Camp Verde Exit (exit 287) and turn left. Continue about 12 miles and 
turn left on Main Street. Go about 2 miles and turn right on 10th Street. Take the 2nd right onto Deadhorse Ranch Road. 
Go into the park and let the attendant know that you are with DFC in the group site. 
• Cinda Howard is your host and she will start taking signups at the January meeting. You can reach her at flyfishing201@gmail.com
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Article submitted 
by our DFC Fishin' Bum Buddy,
John Mayer
jsmayer47@gmail.com   

   Spotting Fish
For many thrill-seeking anglers, this one included, spotting fish before casting to 
them, lifts flyfishing excitement into new and dizzy heights. One thing you must 
try is to remain calm and tranquil while entering a Zen state of mind. Failing this, 
take ten deep breaths… however we have overreached ourselves; first we must 
learn the tricks behind fish spotting.
Spotting
We have learned that Stealth is important if we are to discover the whereabouts 
of our quarry; we must tiptoe quietly around the banks, creeping along with great 
caution. Through understanding feeding behavior and the flow, we also discov-
ered the likely looking places where fish are to be found. This combination of 
stealth and knowing where to look is paramount when attempting to spot fish. 
    Good water clarity obviously helps and countries such as New Zealand really 
lend themselves to this sort of fishing, but with care you should be able to spot 
fish in almost any river.
Dress sense
The most important item for fish spotting is a good pair of Polaroid sunglasses. 
Polarizing lenses cut through surface glare, enabling one to see beneath the wa-
ter surfac e. I have used many different lens colors over the years; I have tried yel-
low, amber and tan but without doubt the best color in my opinion is sandstone. 
     Polaroid lenses reduce reflected light in one direction only, so if you are fac-
ing the water at an unusual angle (sideways out of a tree for example) you may 
discover the polarizing to be ineffective. There are two techniques to use under 
such circumstances: one is to rotate your head around and the other is to wiggle 
the glasses about your face. 
    A brimmed hat is essential for fish spotting since it helps to stop light entering 
from above the glasses. By the same token wraparound funky style sunglasses 
are best.
    Now that we are fully equipped it's time to start looking…
The Search
“To look without looking, to see without seeing, to search without searching”
It's a bit like that.
   When searching for fish the important thing to remember is not to actually look 
for the fish themselves. Most of the fish I spot start off as shadow. The shadow of 
a fish is always much easier to see. Fins and especially the pectorals or tail fin can 
give them away since these often contrast to the river background. Wild rainbow 
trout sometimes have white leading edges to the pectorals making them rather 
easy to spot – I have often wondered why this is so incidentally. Occasionally (and 
this is getting pretty far out now) feeding trout can be spotted when they open 
their mouth; the inside is white.
   Every once in a while a nymphing trout will flash its flank, revealing itself. Sur-
face, or near-surface, feeding fish are often the most obvious since they displace 
water with their feeding movements.
   Fish habiting pools can be the easiest to see and also the hardest to catch. Fish 
in riffles and runs however are the complete opposite. No prizes for guessing why.
When scanning a river I try not to concentrate on the bottom itself; studying each 
individual feature simply doesn't work to well. When you come to likely looking 
water, slow down, take your time and give the fish a chance to move and reveal 
itself.
   Spotting with the sun on your side of the river is always better and often es-
sential, however be careful not to spook fish with your personal shadow or that 
of your line when you come to make the cast. With practice you quickly go from 
“thinking it's a fish” to simply “knowing it is a fish”. 
    Remember that once you have spotted your target fish to immediately dip down out 
of sight. Now is the time to plan your attack...
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Don’t Forget the 
DFC BANQUET is now in March 2013.  
As in the past I am requesting your help with donations. At our past banquets we have 
had lots of items raffled off and each year one or two members are big winners at the 
banquet.  This year I am asking those people to help make the 2013 banquet even big-
ger.  In the past members have gone to local eating establishments or other businesses 
in the neighborhood to get donations. Several of our members own a business that 
donate items and others purchase items to donate. If you would like to donate an item 
for the raffle (fishing item or other) you can bring it to the monthly meeting and I make 
sure it gets in the raffle.  We are trying to make this our biggest and best banquet/raffle 
we have ever had.  With your help we will get there. 
Any questions contact Charlie Rosser – chasr123@cox.net or 480-586-7163
See you at our NEW meeting place January 9, 2013 Chandler at the ELKS

Most of my writing is on a lighthearted path, and usually I prefer 
to poke fun at myself and a few of my select fly fishing buddies. The 
last couple of months I have had a sense of malaise and I made several 
doctor visits trying to determine what was the problem. Some of my 
complaints were always being tired, and I was starting to get winded 
after exertion. The problem didn't keep me from fishing, after all how 
difficult could a fishing trip to Mexico be?
   I was rowing my pontoon boat on the Sea of Cortes and trying to 
keep from exerting myself. The wind picked up and I had to get off the 
water. When I got on shore I needed help with my pontoon boat, usu-
ally something I handle by myself. That evening Dave Weaver drove 
me to a 24 hour emergency clinic. I had a blood pressure spike and 
symptoms that got my attention. The next day, I didn't feel bad, I felt 
the same as before my trip to the clinic. As long as I didn't exert myself 
I got along OK.
   The rest of the time in Mexico was uneventful and I scheduled with 
my cardiologist as soon as I got home. After testing, it was determined 
that I did have artery blockage, and scheduled for a stent process. Af-
ter further testing it was determined that I needed open heart surgery. 
Things were moving along quickly now and I was glad to get the prob-
lem fixed.

   When I awoke from double bypass surgery I was told I had 100% 
blockage with one and 70% blockage with the other artery. I feel for-
tunate to be around, and especially lucky that I had sustained no heart 
damage. Within a week I was home and starting to recover, and at least 
give some thought to that first fly fishing trip after surgery. The walk-
ing that I am currently doing would have winded me before surgery. So, 
I think I am on a good path, and my doctor says I'll have more energy 
in a short time.
   I always thought of myself as being a healthy guy. I didn't have a his-
tory of smoking, high blood pressure, and I was able to keep my cho-
lesterol numbers in check with diet. I have not gained too much weight, 
and my activity level is still high. What tripped me up? Age and family 
history. While I generally don't feel old at 61 family members have had 
heart problems sooner, but mostly later than 60. If you are over 55 and 
have several of the problems I just described, it would be good for you 
to start monitoring the situation. It's serious and it can slip up on you.
    Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be reached at: 
Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail, Apache Junction, vince@ajbest.com 
or 480-982-7461.

SOMETHING SERIOUS                                     by Vince Deadmond

 • Joint Club Outing •
Saturday April 13, 2013

Payson Flycasters and Desert Fly Casters
Green Valley Park, Payson AZ

Host:  Gary Bedsworth
Three Lakes available for 

Fishing Pontoon Boats and Float Tubes, Easy Launch
Registration Open from 7:30am on  •  Rib Barbecue Lunch at 1:00pm

More Information and sign Up our DFC meetings in January, February, March
Questions? Catch our Fishin' Bum buddy, Joe Miller at: jam@prairietriz.com
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AquaAdvantage Genetically Modified 
Salmon Not A Threat To Nature, FDA Says
By MATTHEW PERRONE and MARY CLARE JALONICK 

 

WASHINGTON — Federal health regulators say a genetically modified salm-
on that grows twice as fast as normal is unlikely to harm the environment, 
clearing the way for the first approval of a scientifically engineered animal for 
human consumption.
The Food and Drug Administration on Friday released its environmental as-
sessment of the AquaAdvantage salmon, a faster-growing fish which has been 
subject to a contentious, yearslong debate at the agency. The document con-
cludes that the fish "will not have any significant impacts on the quality of the 
human environment of the United States." Regulators also said that the fish is 
unlikely to harm populations of natural salmon, a key concern for environ-
mental activists. 
The FDA will take comments from the public on its report for 60 days before 
making it final.
The FDA said more than two years ago that the fish appears to be safe to eat, 
but the agency had taken no public action since then. Executives for the com-
pany behind the fish, Maynard, Mass.-based Aquabounty, speculated that the 
government was delaying action on their application due to push-back from 
groups who oppose genetically modified food animals.
Experts view the release of the environmental report as the final step before 
approval.
"We are encouraged that the environmental assessment is being released and 
hope the government continues the science-based regulatory process," Aqu-
aBounty said in a statement.
If FDA regulators clear the salmon, as expected, it would be the first geneti-
cally altered animal approved for food anywhere in the world.
Critics call the modified salmon a "frankenfish." They worry that it could 
cause human allergies and the eventual decimation of the natural salmon 
population if it escapes and breeds in the wild. Others believe breeding engi-
neered animals is an ethical issue.

AquaBounty has maintained that the fish is safe and that there are several 
safeguards against environmental problems. The fish would be bred female 
and sterile, though a very small percentage might still be able to breed. The 
company said the potential for escape is low. The FDA backed these assertions 
in documents released in 2010.
Since its founding in 1991, Aquabounty has burned through more than $67 
million developing the fast-growing fish. According to its midyear financial 
report, the company had less than $1.5 million in cash and stock left. It has no 
other products in development.
Genetically engineered – or GE – animals are not clones, which the FDA has 
already said are safe to eat. Clones are copies of an animal. In GE animals, the 
DNA has been altered to produce a desirable trait.
The AquaAdvantage salmon has an added growth hormone from the Pacific 
Chinook salmon that allows the fish to produce growth hormone all year long. 
The engineers were able to keep the hormone active by using another gene 
from an eel-like fish called an ocean pout that acts like an "on" switch for the 
hormone. Typical Atlantic salmon produce the growth hormone for only part 
of the year.
It is still unclear whether the public will have an appetite for the fish if it is 
approved. Genetic engineering is already widely used for crops, but the gov-
ernment until now has not considered allowing the consumption of modified 
animals. Although the potential benefits – and profits – are huge, many people 
have qualms about manipulating the genetic code of other living creatures.
If the salmon are eventually approved for sale, consumers may not even know 
they are eating them. According to federal guidelines, the fish would not be 
labeled as genetically modified if the agency decides it has the same material 
makeup as conventional salmon. AquaBounty says that genetically modified 
salmon have the same flavor, texture, color and odor as the conventional fish, 
and the FDA so far has not shown any signs of disagreeing.
Wenonah Hauter, director of the advocacy group Food and Water Watch, said 
forgoing labeling not only ignores consumers' rights to know what they are 
eating, but "is simply bad for business, as many will avoid purchasing any 
salmon for fear it is genetically engineered."
Hauter urged members of Congress to block the impending approval of the 
fish. Congressional opposition to the engineered fish has so far been led by 
members of the Alaska delegation, who see the modified salmon as a threat to 
the state's wild salmon industry.
Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, said Friday she is working to convince fellow 
senators that approval for the fish should be stopped.
"This is especially troubling as the agency is ignoring the opposition by salm-
on and fishing groups, as well as more than 300 environmental, consumer and 
health organizations," she said of the preliminary approval.
Editors Notes: I spotted this in our AZ Republic and on the interenet...Thought 
a worthy item and wanted to share it with the rest of the DFC Fishin' Bums. 
R.McKeon • rmckeon2@cox.net

 Tippets & Knots
...Article of interest from DFC Editor

We lost, Bruce Gehrls,
Bruce passed away on December 12, 2012. A familiar 
face and active member of our DFC gang.     Our own 
DFC Fishin' Bum member, Jerry Myers, brought this 
to my attention and has prepared a wonderful tribute 
to Bruce in a PDF. I'm only sorry there isn't room in 
this newsletter for Jerry's wonderful 6 page writing 
and suggest to drop Jerry a note and he'll send you 
a copy of his thoughts of Bruce. It's a very touching 
tribute of a "fishing buddy." You can catch Jerry at:
GERALD E MYERS <GMyers12@msn.com>
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A NEW YEAR. . . 
AND BIG FISH ON MY MIND 
by Vince Deadmond

It's January, and I am thinking about my fishing calendar year. If you 
don't plan to go fish, it seldom just happens. One new trip that edged on 
to my calendar last year was Quemado Lake in New Mexico. If you dream 
of catching a truly large fish, close to home you need to check out the 
Tiger Musky fishing in New Mexico.
Would you be interested in catching a 40 inch plus fish, close to home, 
with a fly rod? If not, seek medical attention immediately. If you are in-
terested, this story is intended to move you toward a new fly rod fish. The 
Tiger Musky, is a sterile hybrid cross of a Northern Pike and a Musky. 
They can be found in our neighboring state of New Mexico. Bluewater 
Lake up by Albuquerque and Quemado Lake 50 miles east of Springer-
ville are the two closest lakes that hold Musky. Last year 2012 was the 
first year that 50 inch fish were taken. Weight appropriate for a fish of 
that length is going to be around 40 pounds. A big fish, and not far from 
home. Numerous 40 inch fish were in the NMGF fish surveys.
Last year was my first year of fishing Quemado and I have yet to fish 
Bluewater. I made three trips to Quemado during the spring and sum-
mer. I caught Musky each trip, so they can be caught, but they are not 
easy. Musky are a moody fish that can refuse to eat for an extended pe-
riod of time. Many Musky stories revolve around making ten thousand 
casts before even getting a Musky's attention enough to follow your fly or 
lure. If the Musky fishing is too tough, Quemado has a nice population of 
Rainbow Trout. Both Quemado and Bluewater were trophy Trout lakes at 
one time, but Goldfish and Sucker took over and the Trout lost out. The 
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish started stocking Musky in 
both lakes in 2003. Last year I observed Goldfish, large Trout, and Musky 
large enough to get my attention, and they were all healthy.

To grow one 40 inch Musky it takes about 39-10” stockers, and to pro-
duce one, a 50” Musky takes over 500-10” stockers. So, these big fish are 
precious and it requires a great deal of effort to produce one trophy size 
fish. Your successful catch and release of these trophies makes for better 
fishing for everyone. Take the time to learn how to do it right, and have 
the right gear so you don't injure the fish or yourself.
Appropriate gear: a strong 8 weight will land most Muskies, but you will 
be out gunned occasionally, and you will probably break your 8 weight. 
While a broken rod sometimes makes a great fish story, I use a 10 weight 
fly rod. My favorite line is an intermediate sink clear fly line. Heavy butt 
section leaders will help toss those large flies. I have used wire for bite 
tippet, but I like 40#-60# fluorocarbon. The fly I have had the most suc-
cess with is a 7 inch deceiver pattern with doll eyes. Your 24 inch trout 
net is not large enough, a large hoop net that is deep with rubber coated 
netting is better. Fish this large will take special handling, don't lift 
the fish vertically by the gills or jaw. This can damage the fish. To take 
a picture use a Boga Grip on the mouth and support the fish about mid 
body and lift the fish horizontally. Before you go Musky fishing read up 
on how to catch them and successfully release them. A great reference is 
www.newmexicomuskiesinc.org they suggest the following equipment: 
Long nose
pliers, jaw spreaders, large landing net, a cradle net, Boga Grip tool, tape 
measure, camera. My single barbless hook is more easily removed than 
multiple treble hooks found on conventional lures. If you are fishing 
hardware you may need a bolt cutter for quickly removing hooks.
QUEMADO NOTEBOOK
When: Best time of year would be from April through November. Plan 
your trip where you can have 2 or 3 days of fishing. Early light and the 
last two hours before dark seem to be the best times. Mid days are slower, 
but fish can be taken. Periods of full moon and new moon are considered 
the best for musky fishing.
Where: Quemado Lake approximately 20 miles south of the town of 
Quemado.
Directions : From Springerville, AZ go east on Hwy 60, crossing into 
New Mexico to Quemado - 60 miles - go south on Hwy 32 to Hwy 103 - 
17 miles go east on Hwy 103 4 miles. Good roads, it would be easy to take 
a camper or motor home.
Headquarters: Seven developed campgrounds are close to Quemado. 
RV spaces with water and electric hook ups are available, group sites are 
available, even free primitive camping with vault toilets can be found. If 
you prefer motel accommodations I would recommend the Largo Motel 
& Cafe in Quemado. Snuffy's is a a general store, cantina, and the lunch 
specials are worth checking out. They also have showers.
Nonresidence license: $12/1 day, $24/5 days, $56/annual. Order online 
at www.wildlife.state.nm.us/recreation/fishing/index.htm Snuffy's has 
fishing license also.
New Mexico Game and Fish and the local Muskies Inc. Chapter 59 have 
lots of man hours, effort, and money invested in Quemado. It really is a 
great Tiger Musky fishery that you should try. Who knows, this year you 
could catch the big one. 
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be reached at 
Best Hardware 237 North Apache Trail Apache Junction, AZ 
vince@ajbest.com and 480 982 7461.
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Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

MAIL TO: ☛

See ya at the club meeting...

January 9, 2013

OUTINGS- 2013
Cinda Howard- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Charlie Rosser- Treasurer

Rick Scott- Secretary
Outings- Gentry Smith

Programs- Mike Yavello
Library

 Kristen Kyle
Retail - Larry Kivela

Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

Education 
 John Mayer

Conservation- Joe Miller
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison   

Raffles- 
Open, let us know if you are interested 

in filling this spot 
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru 

Robert McKeon

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

 
Member at Large

Darin Taverna, Tom Horvath, James 
Thornton, David Hwang, Doc Nickel 

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com 

2012 DESERT FLY C ASTERS
BOARD OF DIREC TORS

NEW DFC MEETING LOCATION!
Starting January 9, 2013, Please join us at our new location at the Elks Lodge in Chan-
dler located at Chandler Blvd and Pennington Rd (just east of Dobson). Dinners and drinks 
will still be available and you will no longer have to eat in a smoke filled bar!  

NOTICE!!
DFC

Reminder!!

DFC CASTING GAMES • Saturday, January 26, 2013
Red Mountain Ranch - 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Host: Cinda Howard at: flyfishing201@gmail.com 

Dead Horse Outing - March 1-3, 2013
Host: Cinda Howard at: flyfishing201@gmail.com 

DFC ANNUAL BANQUET
MARCH 13, 2013 


